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[United Nations Declaration on the right to peace]

Preamble
The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenants on Civil,
Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Recalling the Declaration on the Right to Development, the Millenium Declaration, including
the Millenium Development Goals and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,

Mindful of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace, the Declaration on
the Right of Peoples to Peace and the Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace,

Recalling that the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations
and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations recognised
that friendly relations among nations are based on the respect for the principles of equal
rights, self-determination of peoples, territorial integrity, political independence, international
cooperation, peaceful settlement of disputes, sovereignty and non-interference in domestic
jurisdiction of any State,

Recalling that the Declaration on Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism recognised that
acts, methods and practices of terrorism constitute a grave violation of the purposes and principles
of the United Nations, which may pose a threat to international peace and security, jeopardize
friendly relations among States, hinder international cooperation and aim at the destruction of
human rights, fundamental freedoms and the democratic bases of society,

Recalling the determination of the peoples of the United Nations to practice tolerance and live
together in peace with one another as good neighbors in order to save succeeding generations from
the scourge of war, to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, and to promote social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom,

Recalling that peace and security, develof)ment and human rights are the pillars of the United
Nations system and the foundations for collective security and well-being, and recognizing that
development, peace and security and human rights are interlinked and mutually reinforcing,

Recognizing that peace is not only the absence of conflict, but also requires a positive, dynamic
participatory process where dialogue is encouraged and conflicts are solved in a spirit of mutual
understanding and cooperation,

Recalling also that the recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable
rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the
world, and that freedom, justice and peace are prerequisites for the enjoyment of dignity and of the
inalienable rights by all members of the human family,

Recalling that disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which
have outraged the conscience of mankind,

Recallin% in particular that everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the
rights and freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights can be fully realized,

Recalling that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interrelated, interdependent and
mutually reinforcing, and that the international community should treat human rights in a fair and
equal manner, on the same footing and with the same emphasis,

Recalling that the United Nations contributes, through dialogue and cooperation, towards
the prevention of human rights violations and abuses and prompt responses to human rights
emergencies,

Recalling the world commitment to eradicate poverty and promote sustained economic growth,
sustainable development and global prosperity for all and the need to reduce inequalities within
and among countries,
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Recalling the imflortance of prevention of armed conflict in accordance with the purposes
and princigles of the Charter and of the commitment to promote a culture of prevention of
armed contlict as a means of effectively addressing the interconnected security and development
challenges faced by peoples throughout the world,

Recalling that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare of the world and the
cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on equal terms with men in all fields,

Recallin% that since wars begin in the minds of human beings, it is in the minds of human beings
that the defences of peace must be constructed,

Recalling also that the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice and
liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of human beings and constitute a sacred duty
which all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern,

Recalling that a culture of peace is a set of values, attitudes, traditions and modes of behaviour
and ways of life based on, among others, respect for life, ending violence and promotion
and practice of non-violence through education, dialogue and cooperation and tEe right to
development,

Recalling that a culture of peace is greatly enhanced when Governments, the United Nations
system as well as other multilateral organizations increase considerably the resources allocated
to programmes aiming at the establishment and strengthening of national legislation, national
institutions and related infrastructure, which uphold human rights awareness through training,
teaching and education,

Recalling further that respect for the diversity of cultures, tolerance, dialogue and cooperation,
in a climate of mutual trust and understanding are among the best guarantees of international
peace and security,

Recallinf also that tolerance is respect, acceptance and appreciation of the rich diversity of our
world's cultures, our forms of expression and ways of being human, as well as a the virtue that
makes peace possible and contributes to the promotion of a culture of peace,

Recalling that every nation and every human being, regardless of race, conscience, language or
sex, has the inherent right to life in peace,

Inviting solemnly all stakeholders to guide themselves in their activities by recognizing the
supreme importance of practicing tolerance, dialogue, cooperation and solidarity among all human
beings, peoples and nations of the world as a means to promote peace through the realization of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular the right to life, and dignity. To that end,
the present generations should ensure that both they and future generations learn to live together
in peace an§ brotherhood with the hifhest aspiration of sparing future generations the scourge of
war and ensuring the maintenance and perpetuation of humankind:

Article 1
Everyone is entitled to enjoy peace and security, human rights and development.

Article 2
States should respect, implement and promote equality and non-discrimination, justice and
the rule of law and guarantee freedom from fear anccil want as a means to build peace within and
between societies.
Article 3
The United Nations and specialized agencies, as well as international, regional, national and
local organizations and civil society should take appropriate sustainable measures to act, support
and assist in achieving the present Declaration.

Article 4
Nothing in the present Declaration shall be construed as being contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations. The provisions included in this Declaration are to be understood
in the line of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
relevant international and regional instruments ratified by States.
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THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF DEMOCRATIC LAWYERS IS GRAVELY
CONCERNED THAT THE DECISION OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL TO BAN
THE UNITED PROGRESSIVE PARTY OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA VIOLATES CORE
PROTECTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

The International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) is a non-governmental
organization with consultative status with ECOSOC and other UN Agencies. IADL has
thousands of members in affiliates throughout the world, including South Korea. IADL was
founded in 1946 to promote the goals of the United Nations Charter, including the protection
of human rights.

The Constitutional Council of South Korea (Council) has issued an opinion banning the
United Progressive Party (UPP). This action is a matter of grave concern to IADL because it
violates the core human rights principles of freedom of opinion, freedom of expression, and
freedom of association, which are critical to a democratic society.

IADL has been informed that the provisions of the Venice Commission Guidelines on
Political Party Regulations have not been followed in making this decision even though the
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Council made reference to these authoritative Guidelines. These Guidelines recognize “the
rights to free association and free expression and opinion are fundamental to the proper
functioning of a democratic society. Political parties, as a collective instrument for political
expression, must be able to fully enjoy such rights. The right of political parties to free
association should be accorded protection in a state’ s constitution or by parliamentary act.
This protection should include both a statement of the right as well as the obligation for its
defense as a fundamental precursor to the proper functioning of democracy . . . Prohibition
or dissolution of a political party is a more serious interference than deregistration . . .
Thus, opportunity for a state to dissolve or prohibit a political party from forming should be
exceptionally narrowly tailored and applied only in extreme cases.”

IADL has been informed that the major basis for the decision of the Constitutional Council
is its opposition to positions of the UPP, including the UPP’s desire to promote peace on the
Korean Peninsula, which has not been realized since the cease fire of 1953.

IADL supports the complaint made to the Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression
and Opinion which has been filed by our affiliate, Lawyers for A Democratic Society in South
Korea. (MINBYUN)

IADL calls upon the appropriate Korean authorities to repudiate this decision and require
judicial review and/or reconsideration of this decision.
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