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JUSTICE WITHOUT BORDERS

Because the right to just compensation shouldn’t end when a victim returns home.

Mission Statement'
Justice Without Borders enables victims of human trafficking and exploitation to seek legal remedies
against their abusers in targeted host countries by building support networks across national borders. We
provide direct logistical and legal support to ongoing cases, cataloguing the lessons learned to improve
client services and to support legal and policy advocacy aimed at securing migrants’ fundamental rights.

What is the need?
Individuals are increasingly migrating across borders for work. Many face exploitation, from unpaid
wages to outright human trafficking. With legal aid, victims can seek redress in the host country.
However, many migrants return home before they can start or complete a case. They give up, lose contact,
and the case drops. A cross-border support network that includes legal aid can ensure contact continues,
offering a real chance at compensation. Unfortunately, such networks are badly underdeveloped,
particularly between home countries in East Asia and the various host countries to which migrants travel.

Programmatic Support
Justice Without Borders envisions three key activities:

1) Connecting stakeholders: The organization implements a successful cycle of identifying and
connecting appropriate legal and non-law stakeholders in home and host countries where legal
needs are greatest. As networks are established, particularly committed stakeholders in each
country are identified to continue sustaining and expanding the network.

2) Case support: Through a full range of logistical and legal support, the organization helps
collaborators overcome practical barriers common to cross-border cases. Success is measured by
stakeholder satisfaction with the service, the number of cases brought in each home-host country
pair, number of settlements or final judgments, and a success rate comparable to cases where the
client still resides in the host country.

3) Cataloguing and sharing information and lessons learned: Information on stakeholders,
available legal claims, and the lessons learned from collaborations are collected. Taking
confidentiality into full account, store information in a knowledge bank accessible to stakeholders
as appropriate. The accumulated experience supports more effective cross-border collaborations in
the short-term to medium-term and fuels legal and policy reform in host countries in the long-
term.

Three-Year Vision
Justice Without Borders becomes the lead organization in promoting cross-border civil action on behalf of
victims of human trafficking and exploitation across East Asia. Multiple home-host country pairs have
active legal and non-legal support networks, with multiple cases successfully launched. Lessons learned
inform future outreach, improve case support, and strengthen advocacy campaigns for legal and policy
reforms to secure labor migrants’ rights in host countries. The organization becomes a go-to provider of
case support, and the knowledge bank is regularly updated, with case analysis authored and shared.

Stakeholders
Victims of human trafficking and exploitation, migrant aid organizations, university clinical legal
education programs and their law students, lawyers, and legal aid associations in targeted host and home
countries, as well as our generous funders.

! Justice Without Borders is currently registering for non-profit corporation status (501(c)(3)) in the United States. From December 2013, we
will operate under the auspices of Bridges Across Borders Southeast Asia Community Legal Education Initiative (BABSEA CLE) until
registration is complete. We greatly appreciate BABSEA CLE’s generosity and logistical support as we launch our organization.

© Justice Without Borders, Douglas MacLean 2013
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1. UN Doc. A/HRC/20/31, Report of the Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on the right of peoples to peace,
16 April 2012

2. UN Doc. A/RES/39/11, Declaration on the Right to Peoples to Peace

3. Declaration on the Right to Peoples to Peace

4. Constitutional Court Decision 2005Hunma268, 23 February 2006. Unfortunately, the decision made by the
Constitutional Court in 2009 changed its decision in a way to deny the right to peace. (Decision 2007Hunma369, 28
May 2009)

5. UN Doc. A/HRC/23/22, Analytical report on conscientious objection to military service(Report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights)

6. UN Doc. A/HRC/WG.13/1/2, Report of the Open-ended Inter-Governmental Working Group on the Draft United
Nations Declaration on the Right to Peace
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